Introduction
The water scavenger beetle genus Oocyclus Sharp, 1882 consists of 35 species in the Neotropical and Oriental Regions. It is the largest genus in the "Oocyclus-group", which also includes the genera Beralitra d 'Orchymont, 1919 , Ophthalmocyclus Komarek, 2003 , Scoliopsis d'Orchymont, 1919 , and Tritonus Mulsant, 1844 . Nearly all species of the Oocyclus-group for which we have biotic information occur in hygropetric habitats, including rock seeps and waterfalls. Due to recent surveys that have targeted collecting in these habitats, our understanding of Oocyclus has grown tremendously in the last ten years, with many new species being described (e.g. While a few species of Oocyclus are known from southern South American (Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay), none are recorded from the northern half of the continent. Extensive surveys of hygropetric habitats throughout Venezuela and a review of material in existing collections have yielded more than 3000 specimens, which represents the largest single review of Oocyclus material to date. This material is comprised of 14 species, including 12 described here as new.
Material and methods
More than 3000 specimens were examined for this study. Most of these (1947; 65%) were recently collected by us as part of a broader survey of aquatic insects in Venezuela. Specimens were examined using an Olympus SZX16 binocular microscope to 200× magnification. Habitus photographs were taken with a Microptics system. Between 15 and 25 images were taken for each figure, and subsequently aligned and stacked using CombineZ. Habitus photos and genitalia drawings of all new species are based on paratype specimens.
In descriptions the total body length divided by the greatest body width is abbreviated as TL/GW. 
